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Lyon Park Primary School 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

 

‘A child’s early education lasts a lifetime’ 

Teaching and play in the early years-a balancing act? 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage applies to children from birth to the end of the reception year (EYFS). At 
Lyon Park Primary School the Early Years consists of a large Nursery and a four form entry Reception. 

At Lyon Park Primary School we aim to prepare children for life and not simply for the next stage of education. 
We believe a child’s early years’ experience should be positive and happy where they have plenty of active, 
fun and exciting learning opportunities that support their development, care and learning needs. We greatly 
value the importance that the EYFS plays in laying secure foundations for future learning and development. 
Our core school values underpin our approach and ethos in the Early Years. 

School Vision 

Lyon Park Primary School is a flourishing learning community whereby inspirational teaching creates a 
love of learning for a diverse community, dedicated to achievement. 

Our Vision Statements 

Together we enable every child to achieve their best in all areas, from the time they enter the school 
irrespective of their starting points. 

Together we ensure that all teaching leads to the best outcomes. 

Together we support all pupils to develop as independent and collaborative learners who are able to 
take responsibility for their own learning and apply it within and beyond the school community. 

Together we share clear expectations about behaviour and safety to ensure the well-being of all in the 
school community. 

Together all in the school community takes responsibility for their actions and respects the differences 
and rights of others. 

Together all in the school community have the opportunity to share in the collective responsibility for 
self-evaluation and improvement. 

Together we share and promote a love for learning through the ethos and values of the school. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

The EYFS is based upon four principles: 
 
 

We follow the Statutory Framework of the EYFS and the four guiding principles that shape practice within 
Early Years settings. 

 

A Unique Child 

Positive Relationships 

Enabling Environments 

Learning and Development 

 

A unique Child 

At Lyon Park Primary School, we recognise that children learn in a range of ways and at varying rates. We 
carefully plan exciting and imaginative activities to meet the needs of individuals that allow them to make 
sense of their experiences. All children are given time and attention and equal learning and development 
opportunities. We respect, value and celebrate all pupils as individuals and their efforts, interests and 
purpose as instrumental to successful learning. Children are encouraged to take reasonable risks and make 
choices including the time to think about what they want. Children are encouraged to recognise their own 
strengths and set achievable goals.  

Through home visits, parent meetings, stay and play sessions, and talking to the children we learn more 
about the child’s needs and their interests. The staff at the school then use this information when planning 
and carrying out activities in the foundation area to ensure starting points are based on familiar experiences. 

In our school we aim to: 
 
-Ensure that all the children feel secure, included and valued. 
 
-Establish feelings of respect and trust with all children and their parents or carers. 
 
-Treat each child as an individual and provide equality of opportunity. 
 
-Encourage self-confidence and a positive approach to learning in all children. 
 
-Encourage the development of a love of learning within a structured, broad and balanced curriculum.  
 
-Develop knowledge and understanding in all areas to enable pupils to apply skills with confidence.  
 
-Prepare pupils thoroughly for the next stage in their education. 
 
-Develop learning skills through encouraging a sense of creativity, curiosity, open-mindedness, perseverance, 
objectivity, reflection and critical thinking.  
 
-Nurture individual pupil diversity with an emphasis on individual talents in a wide range of fields, including academic, 
music, sport, art and drama. 
 
-Develop self-esteem in each pupil and a positive belief in their individual abilities.  
 
-Encourage pupils to become increasingly responsible for their own learning. 
 
-Develop interpersonal skills including effective communication and teamwork. 
 
-Develop values and opinions within the context of mutual respect and understanding of differing belief systems and 
cultures. 

 



 

 

Positive Relationships 

 
Through positive relationships children learn to be strong and independent. Staff at our school encourage 
and support children in a calm, sensitive and friendly manner to ensure they feel happy, secure, motivated 
and build the confidence to communicate with others without any inhibitions.  
We provide a range of opportunities for children to interact with others developing positive relationship with 
both peers and staff. 
   

Role of staff key person 

In the nursery each child is assigned a key person who is responsible for a small group of children. The key 
person supports the child’s well-being and ensures children feel safe and cared for as well as meeting their 
emotional needs. They help the child settle in when they start nursery or reception and give reassurance 
when children become anxious when in a new or challenging situation. Children quickly become familiar with 
the key person who is accessible and available as a point of contact for parents and one who builds 
relationships with the child and parents and carers. 

The key person will keep a record of the child’s development through observations and monitor the progress 
they make using the ‘Early Years Statutory Framework’ and ‘Development Matters in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage’. They will work with the child on a 1-1 basis or in a small group to support their 
development which is not always easily done in a large group. This allows the key person to better ‘tune into’ 
children’s play and their conversations to really get to know the children in the group well. Children feel 
settled and happy and are more confident to explore and as a result become more capable learners.  

Partnership with parents 

Prior to starting nursery or reception, parents are invited to an open day, this gives them the chance to see 
their child’s new learning environment and familiarise themselves with their child’s key person, teacher and 
other members of staff. 

At Lyon Park Primary school, we understand that parents are children’s’ primary and most enduring 
educators and to plan effectively for a child’s learning we develop partnerships with parents and carers as 
soon as the children join. On entry the teachers in the nursery and reception will conduct a home visit to 
meet the child and parents in their home setting. A trusting and warm relationship between key worker, 
teacher and Early Years staff and parents begins with the initial contact meeting, and it is crucial that, from 
the start, parents understand that staff value the knowledge and understanding they have of their child. 

We have regular dialogue with parents and carers through parent consultations, play and stay sessions and 
day to day conversations to keep them informed of their child’s progress and make the time to meet with 
parents and carers to discuss any concerns or support they require. As well as this we share children’s 
learning journals and ask parents to contribute their thoughts towards their child’s progress.  

Transition  

During the transition phases both from nursery to reception and reception to year 1 we plan and prepare for 
children to have a smooth transition. Planning is based around learning about changes and visiting the child’s 
new environment.  Visits to the child’s home are arranged for the children starting in the nursery and those 
that are new to the school when starting reception. During the visit early years practitioners learn more 
about the child, their family and share important information about the nursery and reception with the 
parents. To strengthen our understanding of the child an early year’s practitioner will also visit the child’s 
previous Early Years setting if they have attended one. 

A transition meeting with the child’s new teacher/key worker/key members of staff is arranged at the end of 
children’s nursery and reception year. This is an opportunity for practitioners and other people who have 
been involved with a child during their early years, to meet and discuss how best to support the child on 
transition into school or year 1. 



 

 

We want our children to experience a smooth educational and emotional transition throughout their learning 
to ensure that all children continue to make the very best progress. 

 

Enabling Environments 
 
The environment plays a key role in supporting and expanding children’s development and learning. At Lyon 
Park Primary school, we ensure children feel safe and secure, when children feel emotionally safe and secure 
they are able to explore and find out about the place they are in and the things they can see, touch, 
manoeuvre or manipulate 
All children deserve to learn in an environment in which they are enabled to reach their full potential in life. 
 

Planning 

Long term plans are completed and identify each of the prime and specific areas of development as identified 
in the Early Years Outcomes for each term. Although topics are planned for in the long term plan for the year 
they may be adapted to take children’s interests into account. This ensures that all curriculum areas are 
covered whenever a topic or activity is planned. Medium term plans include more detailed information about 
the provisions and activities linked to a specific topic.  

Adult focused and independent activities are planned on a weekly basis as well as a range of provisions using 
carefully thought out resources. Children have the opportunity to play, work and learn in each of the learning 
areas within the indoor classroom and outdoors. Whole class, group and individual activities are used to 
develop skills in all areas of the curriculum as appropriate. 
 
 
Assessment 
 
Information gained through recording and assessment will be shared with parents, other school 
staff and outside agencies as appropriate.  Individualised Support Plans (ISPs) are written and reviewed in 
November, March and June. Parents’ evenings are held twice a year where parents have the opportunity to 
discuss their child’s progress. Parents can contact the staff at any time. Parents are encouraged to contribute 
to their child’s learning journey by completing a ‘Parent Voice’ sheet and recording their thoughts about their 
child’s learning and progress.  
 
The children are given personal targets related to the prime and specific areas. 
Teaching staff will focus on supporting children to achieve them and advise parents on how they can further 
support them at home. These are then reviewed termly and new targets are shared with the parents.  
 
A baseline assessment is completed on children on entry to the nursery and reception. ‘The Early Years 
Foundation Stage Profile’ is completed at the end of the Reception year. Staff completing the profile will 
attend moderation meetings throughout the year in the school, part of a cluster of school in Brent or 
moderation organised by the local authority.  
Assessment is carried out through a mixture of informal observations, interaction with the child, recorded 
work in children’s work books, information on record sheets and regular discussions with all staff. We 
observe the children working independently both indoors and outdoors. Records of such observations are 
made on the observation record sheet or electronically on ‘Target Tracker. Children are assessed during adult 
focused activities against the objective for that activity. A note is made in the book indicating achievements 
and level of independence or support. Samples of the children’s work are kept in the child’s learning journey 
or book as appropriate. These are updated on a regular basis to monitor progress and inform planning. 
Children’s progress is tracked throughout the year and there are clear expectations for progress through the 
EYFS at Lyon Park Primary School. 

 

 

 



 

 

Indoor and Outdoor provision 

We ensure to create an environment that is warm, welcoming and nurturing and facilitates a sense of 
belonging for the children. Environments that are stimulating to explore, allow freedom of movement, and 
provide a variety of experiences. Practitioners will offer children a range of resources, which are familiar to 
the children, as well as activities that are new to them. Both the activities and the environment offer room 
for outdoor and indoor play, sufficient space for children to move and collaborate, and encourage exploration 
and risk-taking. Activities serve different purposes: inspire imagination and role play, exploration of personal 
relationships and feelings, problem solving, quiet time and reflection, construction area, home corner, 
various toys and books, storytelling times, music and art. All activities and resources are at child height and 
accessible and use resources which can be moved and used in a variety of ways. Children are involved in 
making the ground rules for behaviour, and creating the behavioral codes of practice ensuring they are 
involved in caring for and creating their own environment and expectations. 

 

Health and safety and Safeguarding 

An annual health and safety risk assessment is completed for both the nursery and reception indoor and 
outdoor areas. This is to ensure all areas, resources and equipment are accessible and safe for children to 
use. Daily and annual health and safety risk assessments are documented and issues are addressed.  

All visits out of school are arranged following the school policy on ‘Educational Visits’ and risk assessments 
are completed as appropriate.  

We ensure that members of staff are first-aid trained and able to deal with first aid issues immediately and 
appropriately following school’s policy and procedures.  

All staff have received the relevant Safeguarding Training and are familiar with the school policy on ‘Keeping 
Children Safe in Education’.  

Please see the school’s policy on health and safety and safeguarding for more detailed information.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Learning and Development 
 
Children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates and all areas of learning and development 
are equally important and interconnected. Every child needs to be given an exciting and fun start to their 
school life which will inspire them and help them build strong foundations enabling them to become 
successful learners in the future. At Lyon Park Primary School, we provide a motivating flexible curriculum 
that reflects and follows the interests of the children as well as enriching and extending their learning. 
 

The curriculum 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) at Lyon Park Primary School we aim to provide a broad, balanced, 
differentiated curriculum which addresses the children‘s social, emotional, physical, intellectual, moral and 
cultural development within a safe, secure, stimulating environment. Our curriculum enables the child to 
learn and develop skills, attitudes and understanding in these areas of learning: 
 
The prime areas being: 
-Personal, Emotional and Social Development (PESD) 
-Communication and Language (CL) 
-Physical Development (PD) 
 
The specific areas are: 
-Mathematics 
-Literacy 
-Understanding the World 
-Expressive Art and Design 
 
Throughout the EYFS we plan activities to give children learning experiences and opportunities 
to work towards the Early Learning Goals and prepare them for the National Curriculum and future life. 
Teaching and learning will take place within the classroom and outside areas. Within these areas 
children will participate in a variety of activities, both with an adult and independently. 
 
Play  
At Lyon Park Primary School, we believe that through play children can enhance skills in all areas of 
development. They can be inspired to learn in a fun and creative way building on what they already know 
and make a sense of the world. Playing alongside others helps them to create friendships and develop good 
social skills. 
We believe that play, both indoors and outdoors, is the fundamental way in which young children 
learn. Play can be enjoyed and challenging. When playing, children behave in different ways. 
Sometimes, their play will be boisterous, sometimes they will describe and discuss what they 
are doing, and sometimes they will be quiet and reflective as they play. Through play, children 
will be developing skills across all the Prime and Specific areas of learning, working towards 
achieving the Early Learning Goals. 
 
 
In a secure environment with effective adult support, children will be able to: 
-Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the World. 
-Practise and build up concepts, ideas and skills. 
-Learn how to control impulses and understand the need for rules. 
-Be alone, be alongside others or co-operate as they talk to rehearse their feelings. 
-Take risks and make mistakes. 
-Think creatively and imaginatively. 
-Communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. 
-Express fears to relieve anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations. 
 
 



 

 

Adults in the setting will support play by: 
-Planning and resourcing a stimulating environment. 
-Supporting children’s learning through planned play. 
-Extending and supporting children’s spontaneous play. 
-Extending and developing children’s language and communication in their play. 
-Listening to all forms of children’s communication and their ideas and taking these into 
 account when developing play and planning. 
-Narrating children’s play. 
-Asking questions about children’s play. 

 

Quality of teaching 
 
As a school, we aim to:  
-Provide carefully structured, well planned and paced lessons, matched sensitively to pupil needs.  
-Give pupils some responsibility for their work, encouraging independence in learning.  
-Provide challenging work stemming from expert knowledge of the curriculum.  
-Maintain high levels of pupil involvement in tasks.  
-Create a positive atmosphere in the classroom through excellent relationships where pupils are prepared to 
take risks.  
-Incorporate high levels of praise and encouragement.  
-Use a variety of approaches, strategies and techniques including use of ICT.  
-Use homework effectively, particularly to reinforce and extend what is learned in school.  
-Provide constructive marking of all pieces of work.  
-Monitor teaching standards by implementing a structured staff appraisal programme and lesson  
 observations by Heads of Department and the senior leadership team.  
-Monitor progress and learning through biannual book checks by Heads of Department and the senior  
 leadership team 

-Ensure that teaching staff are equipped with the latest subject knowledge. 
 
Quality learning 
 
As a school, we believe good learning is:  
-An active process – a product of doing rather than receiving.  
-Linked to prior knowledge.  
-supported by both the teacher and other pupils, and takes the form of interaction and teacher direction. --
-Reflective and enables pupils to monitor and review their learning, taking some responsibility for their own   
 learning. 
-Where pupils make considerably better progress than may be expected.  
-Teaching and learning are enriched by an extensive range of after school activities and regular trips,  
 outings and visitors linked to the curriculum. 

 


